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THE PREZSEZ ..................... by Dave Richardson, President

The month of July has been a busy time for the Board. We have

decided to not go with the smart locks for the gates; hire a company »

to help setup a social media plan, including Facebook and the web; /e
start planning for more participation in local events; and promote é S
more junior participation. Our Board has been extremely busy to say "',(f;‘!; ?

the least. On a less positive note, it appears some members are
taking sodas without paying the small amount we are charging.
Please help us get this under control. There are other actions/
activities in the works but | will let the appropriate people bring them
to light.

We are requesting a By-Laws change to the election section to improve the
election process. This newsletter has the requested changes. Please review them as
we will be voting on the changes at the August meeting. You can also submit your vote
by proxy to the Secretary prior to the meeting when the timing is appropriate.

In the years | have been a member of this club | have never seen so much work
from the Board of Directors. | want to thank them, and others for their support!

MINUTES of OPLC MEMBERSHIP MEETING
July 11, 2026, at 9:00am at OPLC

Meeting opened with an introduction of the Board members.
e Dave Richardson - President
e Chuck Lundstrom - Vice President
Bruce Noble - Treasurer
Thanks to Jeff Martz for his presentation.
Thanks to Wayne for the doughnuts.

Request for June meeting minutes approval. Moved and seconded, approved.

Treasurers Report given by Bruce Noble.
e Slow for the summer. Still ahead for the year.

Membership report given by Jan Keisler.
e 405 members
10 added today
New members and visitors’ invitation to introduce themselves.

Meeting Minutes cont’d on top of next page.....

Cutting Remarks, Volume 2026, Issue 8. Published monthly by the Old Pueblo Lapidary Club, 3118 N.
Dale, Tucson, AZ 85712. Telephone: (520) 323-9154, a non-profit organization.
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........ Meeting minutes contd...;

Announcements by Dave Richardson.

o« The RMFMS proxy has been sent in.

o The Board is looking into changing the access locks for the gates and
buildings, more to come.

o The mini fridge in the lab building is being abused. Last week $16 of sodas
and water were stocked up, and $5 cash was received. The fridge will go
away if these abuses are not fixed.

e See a Board member if you want to volunteer for next year’s nominating
committee.

The Silver lab is offering a Wednesday night class from 5 to 8pm.

New Business.
e The Club should improve our internet and Facebook presence.
e The Cub is looking into this.

Comments from the members indicate that Meta's current policy allows them to
capture anything you post on Facebook for Meta's use.

Field trips presented by Mo Garrett.

June trip to Mesa Natural History Museum had 8 participants.
Thanks to those who couldn't make it for the notification!

July trip is to Pinal County Museum.

August trip is to Northern Arizona Museum

Mo will send out reminders.

Door Prizes by Kim Filips.

Pickled beets have been added.
e Three winners

o Delores Mono

o Ann Burns

o Peter Mike

Meeting adjourned.Meeting minutes recorded by Chuck Lundstrom, Vice President,
for, Bill Penrose, Secretary.

WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

Felix Dominique Sofia Larez Veronica Tovar

Matt Gahagan Gene Markham
Marc Hoy Riley McCoy




August 8, 2026 OPLC speaker - Dr. Larry Fellows
Wings Over Wilcox and Road Scholar Geology Programs

- ErTd

Photos courtesy Dr. Larry Fellows
We are in for another great treat for our August 8, 2026, OPLC monthly meeting. Past
Arizona State Geologist and retired Director of the Arizona Geological Survey, Dr. Larry
Fellows, will be talking to us about the Wings Over Wilcox geology field trips and Road
Scholar Geology programs. Larry is a returned speaker to OPLC; he has given us three
great presentations on the Geologic Features in Southern Arizona, Pompeii and
Herculaneum, and the Grand Canyon.

In recent years, Larry has been leading annual geology field trips at Wings Over Wilcox,
which are part of the Wings Over Willcox Birding and Nature Festival held every January,
and the Road Scholar Program offered in Cochise County, with geology, of course, being
the basic reason both these programs are offered. He will explain the relationships between
those programs and the geology by using non-technical and semi-technical explanations and
by trying to draw club members, with their different areas of expertise, into the

discussions. Topics covered will include the Willcox Playa, Texas Canyon, the Chiricahua
Mountains and other places that participants have driven through but never given much
thought to. General subjects include the hydrologic cycle, weathering, erosion, plate tectonics,
intrusive rocks, the major historical geologic "chapters" in S AZ, and the current Ice Age
(Earth's 5th).

The photo above on the right was taken at Hutton's Section in Edinburgh, where the science
of modern geology began in the late 1700s, about the same time the Colonies were
successfully doing battle with the Redcoats in New England.

Dr. Larry Fellows, born and raised in Iowa, earned degrees in geology from Iowa State
College, University of Michigan, and University of Wisconsin. After working in petroleum
exploration and teaching at the university level, he began employment at the Missouri
Geological Survey. In 1979, Larry was selected to be director of the Arizona Geological
Survey and the first official Arizona State Geologist, a position he held until his retirement in
2005. He transformed the Bureau of Geology and Mineral Technology into the modern
Geological Survey.

Please make sure you don’t miss this great speaker.

Helen Serras-Herman, OPLC Program chair.




The Museum at Texas Tech University ~ Rare Behind-
the-Scenes Tour of the Paleontology Lab

~ - - i AW ’(‘ - L g — ~
Full-size Tyrannosaurus rex and Triceratops horridus
dinosaurs welcome visitors at the Museum’s entrance.

By Helen Serras-Herman, MFA, FGA Gemologist, XpoPress Senior Staff Writer -
10/15/2025

With the occasion of the Lubbock Gem & Mineral Society show held in Lubbock,
Texas, in late September 2025, | had an incredible opportunity to experience a behind-
the-scenes tour of the Museum of Texas Tech’s Paleontology lab with Dr. Jeffrey W.
Martz, Curator of Paleontology and Director of the Antarctic Research Center.
Although fossils may not be my main field of interest, | find the Age of the Dinosaurs
fascinating, as well as the work being done at the Museum of Texas Tech University
(MATTU) paleontology lab, in the museum’s basement.

Texas Tech University (TTU)

Lubbock is home to the Museum at Texas Tech University (MATTU) and the Lubbock
Lake Landmark (an active archaeological site), two major museums with exhibits on
dinosaurs and mammoths that roamed the plains of Prehistoric Texas. The Museum at
TTU was established as the West Texas Museum in 1929, and in 1969, it took its
present name. It serves two roles: that of scientific research and education. It is a
world-class facility with over seven million object collections, with temporary and
permanent exhibitions in the arts, humanities, and natural sciences.

Just beyond the museum’s entrance, skeletal replicas of full-size Tyrannosaurus

rex and Triceratops horridus dinosaurs welcome the visitors. The “Changing World
Dinosaurs Gallery” and educational exhibits feature more full-skeleton dinosaurs,
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https://xpopress.com/show/profile/348/lubbock-gem-mineral-show

explaining the dinosaur family tree and their classification. Dinosaurs lived
approximately 240—66 million years ago, during the Mesozoic Era, also known as the
“Age of the Dinosaurs”, which is divided into three periods: the oldest being the
Triassic (240-208 million years ago), the Jurassic (208—146 million years ago), and
the Cretaceous (146—66 million years ago).

The Museum at Texas Tech University’s Paleontology Lab

- yar | followed Dr. Martz to the museum’s basement
" \ ‘and visited the first lab room, where many fossils

. were lying in protective plaster casts. | was
-~"‘-“ amazed by the huge number of small fragments
i A ’« S waiting to be matched together as in a puzzle.
Drawers with endless teeth specimens and tiny
J fragments are waiting to be put together by
students or volunteers. The collection rooms were
£ ' = full of cabinets, with numerous drawers chock-full
Skull of a phytosaur,acrocodlle -like aquatlccarnlvore of all kinds of fOSSIl vertebrae. One of Dr. Martz’s
of the Triassic Period. focuses and research has been the Triassic-
period paleontology, and especially the phytosaur, crocodile-like dominant aquatic
carnivores of the Triassic, which could exceed twenty feet in length. Although the
phytosaur resembled modern crocodiles, looking at one of these skulls, Dr. Martz
pointed out that the nostrils were located at the very front of the skull in front of the
eyes, in contrast to modern crocodiles, where they are at the end of the snout. | also
enjoyed looking at some fossils that exhibited unique undulating textures.

A lot of current repair work in the lab
| encompasses correcting old repairs on fossils.
| Today, they use a liquid plastic called Paraloid
both as glue and as a solvent when diluted, which
can be easily removed and causes no harm to the
fossils. A partial phytosaur skull, along with a
number of vertebrae discovered in Borden
County, in the Triassic Cooper Canyon formation
of the Dockum Group, was being repaired from
older repairs, executed with the wrong glue
materials. Another skull and post-cranial fossil

Y e from the Post Quarry in Garza County, Texas,
This ra?ity caught my attention: the r‘;o';:lv.:li'ke fossil of diSCOVGI’ed in 1983, eXh|b|ted eVidence Of Old

the la.rge reptile Desmorosucfrus,.which would be repairS_ A SkU”, a hew occurrence
situated on top of the animal’s shoulder. Of Buettnererpeton bakeri (Temnospondyli:

Metoposauridae) placed in its own genus in 2022, from the Norian (Cooper Canyon
Formation, Dockum Group) of West Texas, was also lying on the counter. Another
rarity caught my attention, the horn-like fossil of the large reptile Desmatosuchus,
which would be situated on top of the animal’s shoulder. A rare specimen in the
collection is the Ashmore Meteorite, discovered during deep plowing near the
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community of Ashmore, in Gaines County, Texas. It has been sliced and polished.
The next room houses the fossil collection from Antarctica. One box had a flipper of
a late Cretaceous plesiosaur, from Seymour Island, discovered in 1982, while a
second box held bones of another plesiosaur from the same island.

Triassic Paleontology

1 Dr. Martz explained that, “During the Triassic
Period, life underwent one of the most important
evolutionary radiations in Earth history between
the Great Dying at the end of the Permian and
the establishment of more modernized and
dinosaur-dominated ecosystems in the Jurassic.
The past 40 years have led to an improved
w2 understanding of the transitional nature,
| - ” complexity, and global variability of Triassic
" Inthe Antarctica room, these are the bones of a late ecosystems as the Paleozoic world faded and
Cretaceous plesiosaur from Seymour Island, the Mesozoic world emerged. In the Western
discovered in 1982 Interior of the United States, the Triassic
terrestrial fossil record is best known from the Early-Middle Triassic Moenkopi
Formation and Norian-Rhaetian Chinle Formation of the Colorado Plateau, the Late
Carnian-Rhaetian Dockum Group around the edge of the Southern High Plains,
and the Carnian-Norian Chugwater Group of the Rocky Mountains.” The Triassic
research in the Western United States has seen three “Renaissance” eras: first
between 1915 and the beginning of World War 11, the second between 1967 and
1995, and the third, which began in the early 2000s and is still underway, with
better CT scanning and 3D modeling technology.

Dr. Jeffrey Martz

Dr. Jeffrey W. Martz is a geologist and paleontologist who
= studies animals and environments of the Late Triassic
. Period, the beginning of the Age of Dinosaurs. With a
Bachelor’s degree in Zoology from Colorado State
.. University in Fort Collins in 1999, he conducted his
'graduate studies at Texas Tech University in Lubbock,
~ where he began to specialize in the study of Upper Triassic
~ stratigraphy and vertebrates. Dr. Martz received his
Master’s degree and PhD in Geosciences from Texas Tech
University in 2002 and 2008, respectively. He then worked
at the Petrified Forest National Park in northern Arizona,
the Denver Museum of Nature and Science, the Mesalands Community College in
Tucumcari, New Mexico, the Utah Geological Survey, and as Assistant Professor of
Geology at the University of Houston-Downtown. His work resulted in publications
and open-file reports relating to Upper Triassic stratigraphy and paleontology.
Dr. Martz took over as Curator of Paleontology at the Museum of Texas Tech
University in the fall of 2024.

Dr. Jeffrey Martz in the TTU lab.




With Gratitude

| am enormously grateful to Dr. Jeffrey Martz, who took
time to show me the amazing labs and hidden collections
_ ...in the museum’s basement and share his vast knowledge
: \ - with me. He is currently working on a new exhibit at the TTU
! Y with many of the specimens we saw. Helen Serras-Herman, a
= 2003 National Lapidary Hall of Fame inductee, is an acclaimed
ﬁ a gem sculptor and FGA gemologist with over forty years of
: B experience in unique gem sculpture and jewelry art. See her work
at www.gemartcenter.com and her business Facebook page at

Gem Art Center/Helen Serras-Herman. She is a Senior Writer for XpoPress, writing
for them since 2013. All photos © by Helen Serras-Herman

Link to the XpoPress.com online article at The Museum at Texas Tech University ~
Rare Behind-the-Scenes Tour of the Paleontology Lab

OPLC Speakers Forecast 2026

| would like to thank all of our speakers who give us some terrific and diverse
presentations that our members have truly enjoyed. They come near and far and we
are definitely enriched by their shared knowledge and expertise. And huge thanks to
all of our members who come and are great audiences for our speakers.

Here is the latest list for our upcoming speakers:

August 8, 2026, Dr. Larry Fellows, Wings Over Wilcox and Road Scholar
Geology programs

September12, 2026, Mo Garrett, Cataloging Your Collection

October 10, 2026, Bill Gardner, The Purple Passion Mine & Fluorescent lights

November 14, 2026, Les Presmyk

Life’s Little Instruction Book Continued....by H. Jackson Brown, Jr.....
« Keep a tight rein on your temper.

« Buy vegetables from truck farmers who advertise with hand-lettered signs.
« Put the cap back on the tooth paste.

« Take out the garbage without being told.

« Vote.

« Surprise loved ones with little unexpected gifts.

. Stop blaming others. Take responsibility for every area of your life.
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IMPORTANT - PLEASE READ - PROPOSED BY-LAW CHANGES
TO BE VOTED ON AT THE MEETING

PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE BY-LAWS. (Changes will be voted on at the August
meeting. Proxy votes received prior to the meeting will be counted also.) Change
recommendations are in bold print. (Only paragraphs changed are shown.)

ARTICLE VI - NOMINATION AND ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND DIRECTORS

Section 2. NOMINATING COMMITTEE. The Nominating Committee shall consist of a Chairman,
who shall be a member of the Board of Directors, and two (2) or more other members on good
standing of the club.

The Nominating Committee shall be appointed by the President, who shall not be a member, and
approved by the Board of Directors at least one (1) week prior to each Annual Meeting, to serve
from the close of such meeting until the close of the next Annual Meeting. In May of the current
year.(The Committee, so appointed, in effect, provides nominations for election one year after its
appointment.)

The Committee shall nominate one person for each office and for each vacancy on the Board of
Directors. The Committee’s nominations shall be listed on the proxy statement sent to each
member in good standing along with the notice of the Annual Meeting. The Committee’s
nominations shall be listed on the proxy statement sent to each member in good standing
along with the notice of the Annual Meeting one month prior to the Annual Meeting or
before. Members of the Nominating Committee shall not be precluded from being nominated.

Section 3. ELECTIONS. At the appropriate place in the agenda of the Annual Meeting, the
President shall ask the Chairman of the Nominating Committee to read the Committee’s
recommendations; the report does not require acceptance. At the Meeting just prior to the
Annual Meeting, the President shall ask the Chairman of the Nominating Committee to read
the Committee’s recommendations; the report does not require acceptance. He then shall
ask for any nominations from the floor and shall inquire of the Secretary as to any nominations
submitted by proxy, with such nominations being treated as nominations from the floor. Additional
proxy nominations must be received by the Secretary at least two(2) weeks prior to the Annual
Meeting.

Votes cast by proxy shall be counted as cast and all proxies not indicating a preference, shall be
voted as determined by a majority vote of the Board of Directors or by the members present who
may have been delegated in writing to do so by the proxy voter.

At the Annual Meeting, if there are no previously submitted nominations, the President shall
ask for a voice vote to declare those nominated by the Committee elected. If there have
been additional nominations received the election of officers and directors shall be by secret ballot.
Each person present shall be given a ballot and shall cast one (1) vote for one (1) candidate for
each office and for each Director’s position. The ballots, as collected, shall be placed in a sealed
box and the President shall appoint three (3) tellers, not nominees, to count them. Tellers shall
count the ballots and the votes cast by proxies, obtaining the proxies from the Secretary. The tally
of all votes shall be given to the President for announcement to those present. Each nominee
receiving a majority of votes cast shall be declared elected.
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MINUTES OF OPLC BOARD MEETING
Tuesday, July 28, 2026 5:00 pm,
W Penrose, wrp0143@comcast.net

Present: Dave Richardson presiding, Bruce Noble, Bill Penrose, Mark Dragoslovich,
Wayne Klement, Jan Keisler, Giac d’Acquisto, Ray Darragh, Mo Garrett A quorum
was present.

Website — Edith Palting, a representative of Starweb, a website design and hosting
company, gave the board a presentation on her services and answered questions as
appropriate. After the presentation, a discussion was followed by

MOTION: The Board will engage Starweb for an initial period of time up to one year,
contingent of approval of costs by the membership. The membership will be asked to
approve a budget increase of $3000 to cover the cost (in addition to $1500 funds
already allocated to internet services). PASSED

Treasurer Report — Bruce Noble —

There is net positive cash balance for the year, and perhaps for the month
(some checks have yet to be issued).

Please tell monitors to write names legibly on forms so proper credit of shop
cards etc. can be made.

The Square account has been opened with Bruce as the Owner and Dave
Richardson and Chuck Lundstrom as principal contacts. MOTION: That Bruce,
Dave R, and Chuck be approved as the active members on the Square
account. PASSED

Membership — Jan Keisler — currently 414 members in good standing.

Lab Reports — Abbreviated report: all labs are in ‘okay’ operating condition, no
issues.

Security — Dave Richardson — Dave reported on checkout of an electronic locking
device. The consensus was that the implementation was overly complex, considering
that we have not yet had a security breach that could be attributed to the old brass
locks. The electronic locks will be returned.

OPLC Bylaws — Dave Richardson — Dave presented an update of the nomination
and elections sections of the Club bylaws. After some discussion.

MOTION: The Board accepts changes in the Bylaws as proposed by Dave. The
rewritten Bylaws will be presented to the Membership for final approval. Draft
changes will be published in the next newsletter before members vote on them.
PASSED

Meeting mnuetes cont’d on top of page 14.....
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op - STERLING SILVER JEWELRY

* Crystols A * BOOKS - SLABS - ROUGH
| Fossis i, [ ©°® | STONES-BEADING SUPPLIES
* Minerals is
* Meteorites _ HOURS:
* Foceted Stones b WED - FRI 10:30 - 4:30
e Cabochons A SATURDAY 10:30 - 4:00

CLOSED SUNDAY, MONDAY &

* Turquoise RV All Beads Picked TUESDAY

¢ Tumbled Stones { o) by Resident Graduate
Sikvgsccpherss Gemoogi OPLC MEMBERS RECEIVE 10%
' OFF ON ALL MERCHANDISE
Huge Sl of EXCEPT SPECIALS.
SeingSher s $10 MINIMUM PURCHASE

STERLING SILVER WIRES AND
SHEET RECEIVE THE NEXT

PRICE BREAK
3401 N. Dodge, 3 blocks N. of Ft. Lowell (520) 323-0781
Rate Schedule for Advertisements --- Ad Sizes & Prices

1/8 of a page - 1/4 of a vertical page - 1/4 of horizontal page -
2"Hby31/2"W 41/2"Hby 3 1/2"W 2"Hby 7 1/4"W
$36.00 per year $48.00 per year $48.00 per year
$18.00 per half year $24.00 per half year $24.00 per half year
$3.00 per month $4.00 per month $4.00 per month

1/2 page - 4 1/2" H by 7 1/4" W Full page - 9 1/2" H by 7 1/4" W

$96.00 per year $168.00 per year

$8.00 per month $14.00 per month

DONATIONS

Thanks to those that have made donations in the past to help keep this Club running! We

welcome donations so if you have lapidary related items, please call Chuck Lundstrom, 520-241-
9262 or Wayne Klement, 520-954-6298 and leave a message to make arrangements to have the
donation picked up if you need help, or to drop off at the Club.

e Jarrell Wicker - Miscellaneous mineral specimens.
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...... Meeting minutes cont’d from page 12 ......
Field Trips — Mo Garrett —

The field trip to the Flagstaff museum has been canceled for several reasons. It is
the move-in weekend at NAU. Members are balking at travel due to high gasoline
costs and the cost of hotel rooms, which will double on that weekend due to visiting
parents. Finally, the weather has damaged many of the fire roads in the area.

Mo suggested participating in ASDM’s Cool Saturday Nights program next summer.
TGMS already has a presence.

Mo also inquired about the club’s interest in a junior program.
Other Business —

Nominating committee - deferred until next meeting since many Board members were
absent.

Check on status of members when using labs — Jan Keisler — One member accidentally
omitted from the roster was allowed to use the lab anyway. A possible check would be to ask
for membership cards when using the lab. After discussion, the Board decided not to act on
this.

Mark Dragoslovich has obtained a lockbox that can be used for soda cash near the fridge.
There was a suggestion to observe the fridge with our motion-activated camera.

Adjourn — 7:15 pm

OPLC MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
An application form can be downloaded from the Club website at: www.lapidaryclub.org

MEMBERSHIP RA.JTaEr:S iﬁﬁ NET”MEPSCBERS MEMBERS RENEWING || Note: Renewal fees will
_ - - $30.00 apply for members
Single $35.00 $20.00 $45.00 returning to rejoin
Couple $50.00 $35.00 $10.00 regardless of the time of
Juniors $15.00 $10.00 ' year.

Make check out to OPLC and mail to:  Old Pueblo Lapidary Club
Attn: Membership Chairperson
3118 N. Dale Avenue
Tucson, AZ 85712

Fort Lowell

: The Business Meetings are held on the 2™ Saturday of each

_ T month except for December. A pre-meeting social hour is at
Fraedrich SSRGS 8:00 am, followed by an educational program, and ends with the
monthly meeting. Visitors are most welcome.

Blacklidge

<«— Alvernon

St Our email address is: oplc3118@gmail.com
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x=- ' Kent’s Tools
:—H ....... )-»» g
L7 e Jewelry
' Lapldary Tools
and Supplies
Acacia Jewelry
Tuesday - Saturday
9am - 5pm
www.kentstools.com @kentstools78

520.461.1350 2745 N. 1st Ave. Tucson,AZ 85719
I COMMITTEES I

— OPLC Members
10% Discount

on most items!

Masks Required - provided free inside

ADVERTISING
Twink Monrad (520) 297-9454

BUILDINGS, GROUNDS & EQUIPMENT
Wayne Klement (520) 954-6298

Mike Tucker (520) 400-9656
PROGRAMS

Helen Serras-Herman (520) 761-9907
CLASSES

See class signup sheets outside of each
lab

FIELD TRIPS (COMMITTEE)
“‘Mo” Maureen Garrett (928) 446-9947

HISTORIAN

Twink Monrad (520) 297-9454
JUNIOR EDUCATION

Teresa McCabe (520) 490-7850
RAFFLE/DOORPRIZE

Kim Filips (520) 743-8070

KITCHEN

General Membership

LIBRARIAN

Bill Cascio (520) 638-8144
MEMBERSHIP

Janet Keisler (520) 333-3398
BUSINESS MEETING REFRESHMENTS

Twink Monrad (520) 297-9454
Wayne Klement (520) 954-6298
SILENT AUCTION

Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262
NEWSLETTER

Wayne Klement (520) 954-6298
WEBSITE

Brian Peterson (520) 449-2660
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MONEY SAVING DISCOUNTS

Allen’s Treasure House -10% off of finished jewelry (except custom made),
decorator items, and novelties (excludes unformed minerals and specimen sets).
5% off of all other merchandise not having its own discount schedule, including
unformed minerals and specimen sets. No discounts on services except per
applicable schedule if any. See ad below.

DAH Rock Shop - 10% on most items, $10 minimum purchase.
520-323-0781 3401 Dodge Blvd, Tucson. See ad.

Kent’s Tools - 10% discount except for net priced merchandise.
520-461-1350 - 2745 N 1st Avenue, Tucson 85719. See ad.

Raining Rocks - 6756 S Nogales Hwy, Tucson, AZ 85756. OPLC members 10%
discount. Call for appointment.

Allen’s Treasure House
Lapidary supplies, minerals, decorative objects,
watch batteries, maps, prospecting tools, and more.

b, o)

www.allens-treasure-house.com
4313 E Grant Road (near Columbus)
Tucson AZ 85712-2606
(520) 326-5550; Email: See website.

Usually open Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, & Friday 9:45 AM to 5:30 PM,;
Saturday 9:45 AM to 5:00 PM.
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AUGUST GEMSTONE: PERIDOT

Peridot is the gemstone for August, and the name of
gem-grade Olivine. Olivine is a nesosilicate that occurs
as orthorhombic crystals (typically combinations of
pinacoids, prisms, and bipyramids), and is mostly
granular. It shows no distinct cleavage, and has a
conchoidal fracture. Hardness varies from 6.5 - 7.0 on
the Moh’s scale. It has viteous luster and is transparent
to translucent. Color is from yellowish-green, olive-
green, and brown to black with increasing Fe content.

There is a complete solid-solution series from forsterite
(MgSi04) to fayalite (FeSi04). Fe is present as Fe2+ and
substitutes directly for Mg2+. Common olivine has more Mg than Fe. In the crystal
structure of olivine, layers of [(Mg,Fe)O6] octahedral are
linked by isolated [S104] tetrahedral. Mg and Fe are
randomly distributed in the octahedral positions. Olivine is

Precision-cut Gem-grade Peridot from Pakistan.

an important rock-forming mineral, and typically occurs in

: melanocratic (dark-colored) basic or ultrabasic igneous rocks

. “T \ such as basalt, peridotite, and dunite. In dunite, olivine 1s

A ‘_' , . ;i by far predominant. It alters to antigorite or other

- - h s serpentine minerals. Forsterite is also found in
—

metamorphosed dolomitic limestones. Olivine is a common
mineral in stony meteorites and constitutes a substantial
part of the upper mantle of the Earth.

Apple-green Pakistani Peridot crystal.

Peridot, the gem-quality version of Olivine, isn’t hard to

find. We have the world’s most prolific and reliable

source here in San Carlos, Arizona. Larger gem crystals

from San Carlos have always been hard to find, but a

newer source is Pakistan, where the crystals are not

only much larger, but typically sport more magnesium g
(and therefore better apple-green color!) Other new

sources include Tanzania, North Korea, China, b

Vietnam, and a few other south-Asian countries.
Peridot can be pesky to polish, but produces beautiful
faceted gemstones - give it a try!

Facet-grade rough peridot crystal pieces from San

Written/Compiled by Mike DeMeritt, 2012 Carlos, Arizona.
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This is the lab schedule which is current as of 07-15-26. Please CALL or TEXT (see below) the
Monitor that is running the lab to make sure that they have space for you.

Cabbing
Monday 9am-12pm Mark Dragoslovich (520) 906-4657 Text
12pm-3pm 1st and 3rd Mondays Dan Lilly (801) 995-9692 Text/Call
3pm-6:00pm Dennis Stock (602) 421-2707 Text
6pm-9pm Donovan Wagner (520) 869-2050 Text
Tuesday 9am-12pm 1st and 3rd Tuesday Dan Lilly (801) 995-9692 Text/Call
NOTE: NO LAB IF NO CALLS OR TEXTS
6pm-9pm Brian Peterson (520) 449-2660 Text
Wednesday 5pm-8pm Keith Haubert (520) 784- 8283 Text
Thursday 8am-11am Ken Briggs (520) 780-0640 Text
tpm-dpm-Wendy Huber(520)-445-02  Closed July 18 - August 15
Friday 10am-1pm David Weaver (520) 548-4414 Text
1pm-4pm Brianne McNally (520) 589-4791 Text
Saturday 2pm-5pm Wendy Huber (520) 445-0289 (Please Call First)
Sundays 12pm-2pm Paul Fickle (520) 883-6061 Call
Silversmithing
Monday 10am-1pm Jane Morris (727) 743-0883
Tuesday 9am- 12pm Bill Cascio (520) 343-9927
Wednesday 10am-2pm Sloane Padilla (520) 808-8699 (Text Only)
5:30pm-8:00pm Stephanie Mendibles (520) 460-2101
Thursday 10am-4pm Sloane Padilla (520) 808-8699 (Text Only)
Friday 10am-2pm Giac D'Acquisto (520) 444-4143
Saturday 9am-12pm David Schulte (520) 954-8554
Sunday 10am-2pm Giac D'Acquisto (520) 444-4143
Faceting
Monday 9am-12pm Dave Richardson (520) 245-2172 Class & Open Lab

Wednesday  5:30pm-8:30pm David Schulte (520) 954-8554 Open Lab
Thursday 4pm-7pm Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262 Class
Sunday 12:30pm-3:30pm Dave Richardson (520) 245-2172 Class & Open Lab
Casting Upcoming casting classes sign up outside the Casting Department
clip board outside the lab door. Chuck will teach Lost Wax casting
classes every other month starting in January.
Monday Noon-3pm 1st Monday of the Month Investing Liz Williams (818) 300-5262
Noon-3pm 2nd Monday of the month Burn Out Liz Williams (818) 300-5262
Tuesday 9am-12pm—Steve- Weeks(978)807-00/5 OFF FOR THE SUMMER
Wednesday 4pm-7pm Chuck Lundstrom (520) 241-9262
Thursday 9am-12pm Mark Dragoslovich (520) 906-4657
1st & 2nd Friday 9am-12pm Ed Maxwell (520) 906-3713
Friday 9am-12pm 3rd and 4th Friday of the month Trevor Mock (520) 461-5902

Ipm-4pmist2nrd-&3rd-FridaysFravis- Austin—{540)420-3866 ON TRAVEL

Sunday 9am-12pm Shiwen Meyers, (520) 609-5130
Saw Room
Monday 7am-11am Ray Darragh (480) 652-0648

Wednesday 7am-11am Ray Darragh (480) 652-0648
Sunday 8am-11am Betty Mehlhoff (253) 208-7460
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